
The meeting came to order at 10:03am.

The Arc Michigan Education Committee
Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2025
Present:  Andrea Beachnau, Emily Henderson, Hayley Cason-Grobbel, Heba Takouz, Kenya Harper, Kelly Linton, Maggie Kolk, Margarita Rodriguez, Michelle Driscoll, Sue Lind, Debbie Whitford, and Emily Lessnau.

Review Agenda:
We welcomed our new member, Emily Lessnau, Regional Parent Mentor with Michigan Alliance for Families, to the Education Committee.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Meeting minutes from December were reviewed. Hayley moved and Maggie seconded. Minutes were approved. 

Governmental Affairs/Legislative Update:
Emily Henderson, Governmental Affairs Consultant and Lobbyist for Arc Michigan with McCall Hamilton.

Legislators are scheduled to return next week. Committee agendas will be set on January 14. Most legislative activity is expected to increase in February. The end of the 2025 session was expected to include several wrap-up items; however, focus shifted primarily to budget and funding decisions. 
Funding for several workforce project initiatives were not approved. The decision required only the disapproval of legislators, not a formal process, and was made by the Speaker of the House and the House Chair. The decision prompted notable dissatisfaction among House members. A lengthy discussion was held regarding organizations whose funding was cut. Discussions will continue regarding whether funding should be reallocated to affected organizations. Foster Care Navigation was an example of a workforce initiative that Arc MI received, being cut. Legislation was introduced proposing changes to the approval process for this type of funding. The proposed changes would introduce requirements similar to those used for acting on state budget funding.

Fewer bills are expected to be introduced and passed this year due to election year dynamics. The prevailing perspective is less is more, with an emphasis on ensuring broad agreement on any bills that move forward. 

Discussion regarding Governor Whitmer’s reduced involvement in major discussions and decision-making as she will not be running again. 

Regulatory activity is underway related to child care oversight, including practices observed in Minnesota. Michigan’s Auditor General has initiated audits of childcare facilities, including educational institutions. There is also an Auditor General request to investigate/audit MI‑LEAP. MI‑LEAP maintains that their operations are transparent. The audit process typically takes 2–3 years to complete.



Continued discussion of HB 5044. The Arc MI Education Committee work group developed a statement for legislators outlining our concerns with the bill. Emily will send it to legislators when they return from break. 
Legislative Analysis of HB 5044 https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/billanalysis/House/pdf/2025-HLA-5044-6BXSL7C9.pdf

Bill Tracking Status Report (updates will come to committee members weekly): https://www.gongwer.com/tracking/statusreport.cfm?uid=2D235500-4334-460B-B3B5-5BD95E2164E8&group=24156&session=2101

SEAC Report Summary:
Heba Takouz, Michigan Alliance for Families SEAC Alt Representative
MDE is working on a guidance document around virtual learning programs. They surveyed virtual program providers. The guidance is ready and will be introduced to all MI Special Education Directors next week. MDE will get feedback and if there are no concerns, it will be made public. Stephanie Nicholls and Michelle Driscoll were involved in early meetings as the guidance document was being developed and provided feedback on behalf of Michigan Alliance for Families. 

The use of Personal Curriculum (PC) was discussed. MDE would like to see it being used more for students who have an IEP and shared with parents to give better awareness of it as an option for students. The PC allows any area of content under Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements to be waived for a student with an IEP. Districts must develop their own guidelines. They are not required to approve or implement a PC for a student. If a parent requests a PC, it must be developed but still needs to be approved by the district superintendent. Data shows that there is an increase in the use of a PC. Currently, 4000 students have used a PC in Michigan. Committee members shared concerns about no recourse if the request for a PC is denied. 

Due Process case reviews are occurring monthly at the SEAC meetings.
Development of New Position Statements:

The Arc Michigan Position Statement on Evaluation and Eligibility for Special Education Services was approved by The Arc Michigan Board in December. The final document can be found on The Arc MI website. Feel free to share as appropriate. Arc Michigan Position Statements can be found here. 

Michelle will follow up with Kelsey Biswanger, Early On Liaison, on Child Find, Evaluation, and Eligibility Position Statement for Babies and Toddlers (Part C). 




Other suggested topics for future position statements include:
· State Complaints (Maggie)
· Due Process Complaint and Hearing (Maggie)
Additional Business: 
In December, Hayley shared a federal bill (no bill number yet) that was introduced to the House by John James. It is called the Individuals with Disabilities Education and Legacy Act or IDEAL Act. The bill “rescinds unobligated amounts available to the Department of Education for FY 2026 and transfer such amounts to States in accordance with section 611 of the IDEA.” Michelle will follow up with Emily Henderson about this. 

Information about a PACER petition to keep the Department of Education at OSERS was shared with the committee.
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 11:11am
Upcoming Monthly Meeting Dates:
  2/5/2026
  NO MARCH MEETING (Staff and Advocate Development Conference)
  4/9/2026
  5/7/2026
  6/4/2026
  SUMMER 2026 TBD
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89082807363?pwd=LZTrSO1lhabmGKEs1isEKxndCxx8Fa.1 
Meeting ID: 890 8280 7363; Passcode: 299054 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Michelle Driscoll for Debbie Whitford
